
BIRDS IN AND AROUND 
WAIKKALA

The bird life in Waikkala is varied and exotic.  
Within just a few yards of Ravi’s Beach Market at 
least 30 species can be easily seen and all the photos 
in this brochure were photographed here. Look out 
for Kingfishers, Barbets, Bulbuls and even the 
exotic Paradise Flycatcher.  Indian Pond Heron are 
particularly common as well as Striated Heron 
various Bitterns and Stone Curlew.  Look for Bee-
eater on the wires near the beach and Sunbirds 
feeding from blossoms in Ravi’s garden.  Dawn and 
dusk are the best times as birds are more active at 
this time.  Indian Rollers are resident in the 
adjoining coconut plantation.

There are 5 species of Kingfisher in Sri Lanka the White-
throated, Stork-Billed and Pied are all birds that are easily seen 
on the canal behind the beach house. Try viewing from the 
nearby road bridge. Pied Kingfisher hunt there by hovering 
high above the water and then returning to a waterside perch to 
eat their  prey. Pond Herons feed here in large numbers. 
Coucals feed in the Beach Market garden as well as Asian Koel. 
Barbets will feed on berries in the adjoining garden. 

Asian Koel (Eudynamys scolopaceus)

White-throated Kingfisher - Halcyon smyrnensis

White-bellied Drongo (Dicrurus caerulescens)

Indian Pond Heron (Ardeola grayii)

Yellow Bittern (Ixobrychus sinensis)



This is a male Asian Paradise Flycatcher- Terpsiphone paradisi a 
resident to Sri Lanka but there is also a white form which spends 
the winter here on migration from India. Females are similar but 
have a shorter tail. Below  is a Stone Curlew - Burhinus oedicnemus 
photographed on the waste land opposite the canal.

Crested Serpent Eagle - Spilornis cheela

Common Kingfisher - Alcedo athis 
bengalensis

Indian Roller - Coracias benghalensis

Pied Kingfisher - Ceryle rudis

Brown Shrike - lanius cristatus

Stone Curlew - Burhinus oedicnemus


